
RHP RECEIVES $140k
for Lower Lake
Rehabilitation Project

State Representative Bill Roemer
Supported Vital Funding 

Late last year, State Rep. Bill Roemer and Senator Kristina Roegner both supported a capital bill which
included funding for local projects in Stark and Summit Counties. The legislation, recently signed into law
by Gov. Mike DeWine, included $140,000 for the Lower Lake Dam Rehabilitation Project at Richfield
Heritage Preserve. The lake has an important historic significance as it was designed by inventor Jim Kirby
and is the only lake in the world with a patented system to clarify the water to keep it clear for fishing,
swimming and boating.

Roegner said she was happy to help direct funding from the State Capital Budget to support this
rehabilitation project, adding, “These capital improvements will ensure that this beautiful historic structure
will be secured for generations to come.”

Funding came at a most needed time, according to Richfield Joint Recreation District Board Chairman, Bob
Becker, who shared that the RJRD board was concerned about completing Phase II of the dam rehabilitation
project. Although much progress has been made with Phase I and other park projects, capital funds are
running low as the park enters its seventh year of operation. Becker and other board members extended their
gratitude for Roemer’s  and Roegner’s efforts in garnering this additional funding.

 “Having been a member of this community for many years, this project was very important to me,” states
Roemer. “I am glad to see this effort come one step closer to fruition. This funding will undoubtedly be
crucial to preserving the natural beauty of one of Richfield’s many blessings.”

RHP made history in Phase I of the lower lake dam rehabilitation project in 2019 when the ODNR approved
the use of an highly engineered articulated concrete block system. This was the first dam in Ohio to be
fortified with this system and ensuring it for the next 100 years.  

The Richfield Joint Recreation District’s Capital Projects Committee and the Friends of Crowell Hilaka for
Richfield Heritage Preserve worked together to apply for this grant.
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